
April 4, 2016

The regular meeting of the Park and Recreation Board of the City of Seward, Nebraska, was held on

Monday, April 4, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. at the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building, 142 North 7th

Street.  Members present: Lana Urban, Dennis Erks, Kenneth Schmieding, Sandy Wright, Andrea Baack,

Justin Hartman, James Placke; Absent: Brady Johnson, Randy Chapp.  Others in attendance: Assistant

Park Director Robert Core.

Notice of the meeting was giv en in adv ance thereof by posting in the following places:  City Hall,

County Courthouse, Seward Memorial Library and Municipal Building.  Av ailability of the agenda was

communicated in the adv ance notice of the meeting.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken

while the conv ened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  A copy of the Open Meetings

Act is posted at this location for public inspection.

The meeting was called to order.  A copy of the agenda for this meeting was posted at City Hall,

Seward County Courthouse, Seward Memorial Library and in the Municipal Building.  A copy of the

Open Meetings Act is posted in the Municipal Building for public inspection  

 

1.  ELECTION OF BOARD VICE CHAIRMAN

Urban acted as temporary board chair in the absence of Chairman Randy Chapp.  Jim Placke was

welcomed as the Board’s newest member.  A motion was made by Baack, seconded by Placke, to

elect Dennis Erks as V ice Chairman of the Board.  Erks accepted the nomination, with a unanimous

v ote.

  

2.  CONSENT AGENDA ITEM

Mov ed by Hartman, seconded by Baack, that the minutes of January 11, 2016 be approv ed.  Motion

carried.

3.  SEWARD DOG PARK UPDATE

Bob Core has been v isiting with Garrett Kuss, a Boy Scout working toward his Eagle Scout badge.  Kuss

plans to help by assisting with construction of a City dog park.  He is hoping to help install the fencing

around the perimeter of the park.  Kuss and his father will come in late May to help with construction of

the project.  With the Boy Scouts’ assistance, the project should mov e along more quickly.

          

4.  SEWARD COMMUNITY GOLF COURSE UPDATE

Mr. Core reported that the City Public Properties Dept. has already made many improv ements to the

existing golf course, including the remov al of 70 trees and stumps.  Cleaning has occurred behind the

north side of the storage shed, ov er-seeding has occurred, new concrete has been poured up to the

patio for cart parking and a fence barrier has been installed in the driv ing range.  Placke congratulated

the City employees for doing an outstanding job of freshening up the golf course.  Mr. Core also

mentioned that it would be nice to get some signage to honor our high school athletes who hav e done

well in golf.  It was noted that the sale of golf season passes has started out pretty well, but sales are

expected to pick up as the weather warms.  Twenty newly-leased golf carts are av ailable, with six

additional on the way.  Placke posed the question as to whether the City could now host fund-raiser

tournaments.  Mr. Core explained that this will be happening and fees are being established.  

5.  SPRING RECREATION/PUBLIC PROPERTIES ACTIVITY REPORTS

The following written report was presented:

Soccer - The Recreation Dept. Is partnering once again with Concordia Univ ersity for youth spring

soccer.  Twenty-four teams and coaches are set up for this season.  The first game is April 5.  Games are

played on Tuesday and Thursday nights, as well as Saturday mornings for the month of April.

Pool Interv iews are completed and the calendar is being set for swim lessons.  Opening date for

Dowding Pool is set for Memorial Day, May 30.  Startup will begin as soon as the pool is painted-- 

Wissmanns are waiting on the weather.
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Youth Baseball - Registration is underway for Micro T-Ball, T-Ball and Eight-and-Under Boys and Girls

(coach pitch).  Sign-up deadline is April 4.

Volleyball - Women’s Volleyball season will finish on April 24.  Twelv e teams participated this year.

Basketball - Basketball finished on February 27 for 12 teams.

Public Properties - Spring projects include fertilizing, seeding bare spots on ballfields and soccer fields. 

Tarp cov ers hav e been installed for bleachers and dugouts at the Plum Creek Sports Complex and east

and west fields.  All back stops on ball fields hav e been stained.  All park restrooms are being opened. 

Flower beds and garden areas are being cleaned, and startup of weekly mowing of parks, fields and

cemeteries has begun.  Trimming trees in parks, spraying weeds on ballfields, soccer fields and parks

also has started.

Erks mentioned that he had been hearing complaints regarding the brick backstop at the Legion Field. 

Core said that Brock Anderson had raised money to build it.  Core also rev iewed that the Gligorev ic

family will be operating the concession stand at Dowding Pool this summer.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:31 p.m. in a motion by Erks, seconded by Hartman.  The motion was 

approv ed.   

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 11, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.

     

Lana Urban, Co-Secretary
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