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The Seward City Council met at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 2, 2016, with 

Mayor Joshua Eickmeier presiding and Assistant Administrator /Clerk-Treasurer 

/Budget & Human Resources Director Bonnie Otte recording the proceedings.  Upon 

roll call, the following Councilmembers were present: Jon Wilken, Ellen Beck, 

Sid Kamprath, Dean Fritz, Karl Miller, Chris Schmit, John Singleton, and Dick 

Hans. Other officials present: City Administrator Bruce Smith and City Attorney 

Kelly Hoffschneider. Absent: None. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by the method of 

communicating advance notice of the regular and special meetings of the City Council 

of the City of Seward, Nebraska, as stated in Ordinance No. 2015-08, which was 

adopted on the 5th day of May, 2015; said method stating that the notice of such 

meeting, with the agenda thereon, be posted in the following places:  City Hall, 

Seward County Courthouse, Municipal Building, and Seward Public Library.  The 

certificate of posting notice is attached to these minutes.  Notice of this meeting 

was simultaneously given to the Mayor and all members of the City Council and 

a copy of their acknowledgment of receipt of notice and the agenda are attached 

to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance 

notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting.  All proceedings 

hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance 

of the public. 

 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the Agenda for this meeting is 

posted on the north wall of the Municipal Building and copies are available on 

the north wall where a copy of the Open Meetings Act is also posted for public 

inspection.  He also noted that any citizen wishing to address the Council should 

come to the podium, state their name and address and limit their comments to five 

minutes.  All remarks should be directed to the Mayor/Chairperson, who will then 

determine who will make any appropriate response.  The City of Seward reserves 

the right to adjust the order of items on this agenda if necessary and may elect 

to take action on any of the items listed.  

 

Mayor Eickmeier announced that the presenters for agenda items 14 and 15 

were not able to attend the meeting and asked that the items be moved to a future 

agenda. 

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 19, 2016 COUNCIL MEETING 

 

      Councilmember Fritz moved, seconded by Councilmember Wilken, that the 

minutes of the July 19, 2016 City Council meeting be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA CONSIDERATION ITEMS 

 

 Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Miller, that the 

following Consent Agenda items be approved in one single motion:  

 

A. Claims & Payables Reports 
B. Publication of Salaries in Accordance with Section 19-1102 of the Nebraska 

State Statute 

C. Infrastructure Cost Items Reimbursable Back to the City 

 

SALARY CERTIFICATION LIST  (UPDATED JULY, 2016) 

 

Class Title                       No. of Employees    Pay Range 
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Util. Billing Clerk/Cust. Serv. Rep.  1          19.15 

Account Clerk III  1          17.19 

Assistant Library Director   1       3,732.00 

Library Assistant II/Social Media/IT  1         17.27 

PT Library Assistant I/Children=s Outreach 1          12.99 

PT Library Assistant I/Community Outreach  1         12.99 

PT Library Assistant I  1         11.96 

Library Clerk   6   9.00 - 11.22 

Bldg./Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer  1      4,463.00 

Permits Technician  1   10.20 

Civic Center Live-in Caretaker  2    8.15 – 10.14 

Custodian    2          17.32 

Asst. Power Director/Line Crew Chief  1                   30.41 

Lineman First Class  4  22.24 - 27.87 

Meter Reader/Service Worker   1          19.45 

Seasonal Electric Groundman  1   19.10 

Pub. Prop. Caretaker II  3 17.66 - 19.10 

Public Prop. Caretaker I  1         15.39 

Golf Course Grounds Supt.  1     4,150.00 

Golf Shop Manager  1     2,450.00 

Seasonal Golf Grounds  3     9.03-9.27 

Seasonal Golf Shop  3          9.03 

Asst. Park Dir.  1         19.62 

Pub. Prop. Summer Laborer  3  9.03 – 10.23 

Street Maint. Worker II   1         19.23 

Street Maint. Worker I  3 14.22 - 17.28 

Street Foreman   1         23.31 

Recycling Center Worker  1          10.21 

Facility Maint. Supervisor  1          23.46 

Wastewater Treatment/Water Plant Operator  1         23.79 

Utility Maint. Worker I  3 17.17 - 19.25 

Utility Maint. Worker II  1          26.19 

Aging Service Commission Asst.  1          12.46 

Recreation Director Assistant  1        3,461.00 

Recreation Summer Laborer  2    9.03 -  9.99 

Pool Manager    2           10.94 

Assistant Pool Manager  5  9.13 – 11.25 

Lifeguard   32    9.00 -  9.75 

Pool Office Worker  8    9.00 – 10.81 

Swim Program Coordinator  1         10.52 

Pool Lesson/Water Safety Instructor  2   9.63 - 10.00 

Water Safety Instructor Aide  4          6.00 

Police Officer I  2 19.17 - 19.96 

Police Officer II  5 21.62 - 24.02 

Police Sergeant  1         27.90 

Asst. Police Chief  1      5,495.00 

Admin. Secretary/Records Clerk  1         18.12 

Community Service Officer  1          16.21 

City Administrator  1       8,594.00 

Asst. Admin/Clerk-Treas./Budget/HR Dir.  1       6,412.00 

Deputy Clerk/Finance Dir./Asst. Treasurer  1      4,681.00 

Electric & Power Resource Dir.  1       6,291.00 

Water/Wastewater Supt.  1       6,189.00 

Police Chief    1       6,711.00 

Street/Trans. & Recycling Supt.  1       6,460.00 

Parks/Recreation/Cemetery Dir.  1       4,285.00 

Civic Center Manager  1       3,083.00 

Library Dir.  1       4,890.00 

Pub. Fac./Cap. Imp. & GIS Dir.  1       5,770.00 
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Mayor                              1  5,000.00 per yr. 

Councilmember                        8 2,400.00 per yr. 

 

 

CLAIMS LIST 

8-2-16 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Abbreviations: Bu, Building Upkeep; Eq, Equipment; Ex, Expense; Ma, 

Maintenance; Mi, Mileage; Misc, Miscellaneous; Re, Repairs; Sa, Salaries, Se, 

Services; Su, Supplies; Ut, Utilities, CI, Capital Improvements; GU, Grounds 

Upkeep. 

 

Aqua-Chem Inc Su, Re 

 

1,684.23 

Ameritas Life Insurance Co Ins 

 

5,959.00 

Baldwin Alan Conf/Trng 

 

366.58 

Blackburn Manufacturing Co Su 

 

248.17 

Blue Valley Youth Football Misc 

 

50.00 

Callaway Golf Su 

 

613.32 

Capital Business-Cheyenne Ma 

 

90.00 

Chase Card Service   

 

803.22 

   RS*Name.com Credit on Account -49.99 

    Amazon.com Su 36.99 

    Ana-AvanQuest Su 15.94 

    Sherwin Williams Re 116.45 

    Redemption Credit Misc -233.93 

    Walmart Su, Bu 417.44 

    Zoomshift Ma 137.25 

    Lou & Mary Annes Bee Meals 152.60 

    Amazon Mktplace Su 210.47 

 Chemsearch Su 

 

251.00 

City Seward Buildings/Grnds Operations 

 

3,000.00 

City Seward Electric Fund Ut  

 

52,609.48 

City Seward Library Petty Su 

 

122.84 

City Seward Payroll Account Payroll 

 

145,009.79 

Constellation Newengergy Ut  

 

150.86 

Davis Dean Ex 

 

110.00 

Davisson Furniture Center Bu, Tools 

 

224.15 

Delta Dental Ins 

 

1,360.45 

Duffek Daniel D Ex 

 

26.50 

Farmers Coop Seward Su 

 

10,323.44 

Fastenal Company Su, Gu, Re, Tools, Eq 1,140.40 

Foley Melissa Ex 

 

110.00 

Gardiner Alicia Misc 

 

60.00 

Gerhold Concrete Co Inc Re, Gu, Su 

 

4,238.78 

Great Plains Communication Se 

 

730.00 

Hawkins Inc Su 

 

988.64 

Hireright LLC Se 

 

34.54 

Husker Electric Supply Co Re 

 

1,303.37 

Hydraulic Equipment Service Re 

 

29.54 

I E S Commercial Inc Ci 

 

28,788.90 

Jackson Services Inc Ma 

 

33.20 

Kriz-Davis Co Su, Re 

 

2,171.03 

Last Mile Network Consult Re, Se 

 

210.30 

Lincoln Winwater Works Su 

 

132.43 

Mailand'S Clothing Uniforms 

 

48.00 

Menards Gu, Su 

 

213.72 

Merle'S Garden Center Gu 

 

410.10 

Meyer Penny Misc 

 

60.00 

Mid-American Benefits Inc Ins 

 

1,723.40 
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Mohrhoff Power Equipment Re 

 

15.30 

Nebraska Equipment Inc Re 

 

8.48 

Nebraska Financial Service Ex 

 

214.91 

Nebraska Health Environment Se 

 

828.00 

Nebraska Power Review Board Dues 

 

1,053.34 

Nebraska Sports Su 

 

49.00 

Nebraska Treasurer Fees 

 

48.80 

Nebraska Water Resources Dues 

 

105.00 

Net-Tech Technology Inc Re 

 

198.47 

Olsson Associates Se 

 

1,824.23 

O'Reilly Automotive Inc Re 

 

288.84 

Orscheln Farm & Home Su, Gu, Bu 

 

242.51 

Plains Equipment Group Inc Re, Eq 

 

8,219.20 

Principal Financial Group Ins 

 

690.66 

Quill Corp Su 

 

372.30 

Resco Electric Utility Ci 

 

10,600.00 

Richters Inc Bu, Tools 

 

69.95 

S & S Design Gu 

 

210.00 

Sam's Club (Sen Center) Su 

 

9.58 

Seward County Chamber & Dev Ex 

 

240.00 

Siteone Landscape Supply Gu 

 

2,671.58 

Smith Bruce Ex 

 

100.00 

Spickelmier & Son Inc Se 

 

2,117.50 

Standifer Melanie Refnd 

 

30.00 

Suhr & Lichty Insurance A Ins 

 

84.00 

T & R Electric Supply Co Re 

 

6,000.00 

Time Warner Cable Se 

 

358.66 

Trevino Becky Refnd 

 

60.00 

U S Cellular Se 

 

219.95 

United Health Care Ins 

 

49,750.95 

Vanwall Equipment Gu 

 

284.29 

Verizon Wireless Se 

 

30.08 

Wesco Distribution Inc Su 

 

1,474.46 

 

CLAIMS TOTAL 

 

$353,899.42 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

    

3.  CONFIRMATION OF MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 

 

 Councilmember Schmit moved, seconded by Councilmember Wilken, that Mayor 

Eickmeier’s reappointment of Sue Bowen and Mike Langner (Alternate) to the 

Planning Commission for a 3-year term be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

Councilmember Beck moved, seconded by Councilmember Hans, that Mayor 

Eickmeier’s reappointment of Patty Payne to the Cemetery Board for a 3-year 

term be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

Councilmember Kamprath moved, seconded by Councilmember Fritz, that Mayor 

Eickmeier’s reappointment of John Owens to the Civic Center Commission for 

a 3-year term be approved. 
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 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

4.  CONSIDERATION OF MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT TO THE MARKETING HOMETOWN AMERICA 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

Councilmember Schmit moved, seconded by Councilmember Wilken, that Mayor 

Eickmeier’s appointment of Councilmember Beck to the Marketing Hometown America 

Steering Committee be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

5. ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF AIRPORT AUTHORITY RESOLUTION REQUESTING LEVY 

AUTHORITY FOR FY 2016-2017 

 

City Administrator Smith stated the City received the Seward Airport 

Authority’s preliminary levy allocation request by resolution for fiscal year 

2016-2017, which is a statutory requirement. He stated the amount requested 

is based on last year’s levy. He added that the mill levy for the airport is 

set during the City’s budget process. 

 

Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Kamprath, that 

receipt of Resolution No. 2016-01 from the Seward Airport Authority requesting 

levy authority for FY 2016-2017 is acknowledged. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

  

6. COUNCIL TO REJECT ALL BIDS RECEIVED ON JUNE 27, 2016 FOR CLEANING AND PAINTING 

THE NORTH LARGE WATER TOWER 

 

City Administrator Smith stated the City opened bids for cleaning and 

painting the north large water tower on June 27, 2016. Due to all of the bids 

being over the engineer’s estimate, the City elected to readvertise the bids, 

with some modifications to the bid specifications. He requested the first set 

of bids be rejected so there is no confusion as to which bids were being 

considered. 

 

Councilmember Hans moved, seconded by Councilmember Beck, that all bids 

received and opened on June 27, 2016 for cleaning and painting the north large 

water tower be rejected, due to the bids being over the engineer’s estimate. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

  

7. CONSIDERATION OF AWARDING BID FOR CLEANING AND PAINTING THE NORTH LARGE 

WATER TOWER 

 A. Consideration of a Resolution declaring the official intent to issue 

tax-exempt bond anticipation notes or bonds for repainting the North Large 

Water Tower, and in addition, to declare the City’s reasonable expectations 

to reimburse certain expenditures with the proceeds of the bonds. 

 

City Administrator Smith stated bids were opened July 27, 2016 for 

painting and cleaning the north large water tower. A total of five bids were 

received and the recommendation is to award the bid to J.R. Stelzer, Inc in 
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the amount of $325,500. He stated this project may begin in the current fiscal 

year, but would be paid for in the 2016-2017 fiscal year.  

 

Mr. Smith stated the second item for consideration is a resolution that 

allows the City to pay for the cleaning and painting of the water tower through 

tax exempt bond anticipation notes or bonds and to reimburse the City for 

expenditures relating to the project. He stated the intent is to pay for the 

project using cash; however, this allows another avenue of paying for the 

project. 

 

Councilmember Kamprath moved, seconded by Councilmember Wilken, that 

J.R. Stelzer, Inc, Lincoln, NE be awarded the bid for cleaning and painting 

the north large water tower in the amount of $325,500. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

  Councilmember Schmit introduced the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-18 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Seward, Nebraska, 

as follows: 

 

 Section 1. The Mayor and City Council of the City of Seward, Nebraska 

(“City”) hereby find and determine that it is necessary and appropriate to declare 

an official intent to issue tax-exempt bond anticipation notes or bonds by the 

City to provide funds for Repainting the North Large Water Tower (the “Project”) 

and, in addition, to declare the City’s reasonable expectations to reimburse 

certain expenditures with the proceeds of such bond anticipation notes or bonds 

as proposed to be issued by the City for the Project. 

 Section 2. This resolution shall stand as a statement of the official 

intent of the City under Regulation Section 1.150-2 and for such purpose the 

following information is hereby given: 

 

1. A general functional description of the project for 

which expenditures may be made and reimbursement with 

bond anticipation notes or bond proceeds may be taken 

is: North Large Water Tower improvements to include: 

engineering, sandblast, prime and coat all surfaces 

of tank interior; power wash, clean, prime, and re-coat 

highly corroded areas, and apply lettering/logo on tank 

exterior; and miscellaneous repairs, the cost of which 

improvements is estimated to total $350,000.00. 

 

2. The principal amount of bond anticipation notes or bonds 

expected to be issued by the City for the Project is 

estimated to be $350,000.00, which amount represents 

the expected funds to be advanced by the City for project 

costs to be reimbursed by the issuance of tax-exempt 

bond anticipation notes or tax-exempt bonds. 

 

  PASSED AND APPROVED this 2nd day of August, 2016. 

 

 

ATTEST:     ___________________________________ 

      Mayor 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk 
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[SEAL] 

 

 Councilmember Fritz moved, seconded by Councilmember Beck, that the 

resolution be adopted.  

 

Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

8. CONSIDERATION OF REVISED POLE ATTACHMENT (LEASE) AGREEMENT 

 

City Attorney Hoffschneider stated the City requested to develop a pole 

attachment (lease) agreement upon the request of Bluestem Fiber, LLC, who is 

requesting the agreement for use of the City’s poles to bring fiber into the 

community. In reviewing the City’s current agreement, which was created in 

the 1980’s, it was determined best to develop a new generic agreement that 

would be used for all future pole attachment requests. He stated the fees for 

attaching to the poles is covered in the agreement. 

 

City Administrator Smith stated this agreement includes the fee schedule 

strictly for pole attachment. There is a separate fee that is charged, regardless 

if the wire is overhead or underground, which is covered in the City’s 

right-of-way fee schedule. Mr. Smith added that the pole attachment agreement 

with Time Warner, which is under the 1982 agreement, will need to be negotiated 

to better align with this new agreement, if approved as the standard agreement. 

 

Councilmember Hans moved, seconded by Councilmember Singleton, that the 

generic pole lease agreement be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

9. CONSIDERATION OF POLE ATTACHMENT (LEASE) AGREEMENT WITH BLUESTEM FIBER 

 

Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Fritz, that 

the pole lease agreement with Bluestem Fiber, LLC be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

10. CONSIDERATION OF A WELL PERMIT APPLICATION FOR ROBERT RINGLER, 1349 RIDGE 

RUN 

 

Councilmember Hans moved, seconded by Councilmember Singleton, that the 

well permit application of Robert Ringler, 1349 Ridge Run, be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

11. CONSIDERATION OF WELL PERMIT APPLICATION FOR KEN IMIG, 905 ROBERTS STREET 

 

Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Schmit, that 

the well permit application of Ken Imig, 905 Roberts Street, be approved. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 
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 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

  

12. CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT TO LIQUOR LICENSE FOR BOTTLE ROCKET BREWING, 

230 S 5TH STREET, ADDING TO THE BUILDING AND AN OUTDOOR DECK 

 

 Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Fritz, to 

approve the addition of an events room, warming kitchen, bathrooms, mezzanine 

and outdoor deck to the Bottle Rocket Brewing liquor license at 230 S 5th Street. 

 

Aye: Wilken, Beck, Kamprath, Fritz, Miller, Singleton, Schmit, Hans 

Nay: None. 

Absent: None.  Motion carried. 

  

13. CONSIDERATION OF CLAIM FROM GILBERT DAENZER, 540 E HILLCREST FOR PERSONAL 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 

 

 City Administrator Smith stated Gilbert Daenzer, 540 E Hillcrest submitted 

a claim against the City in the amount of $308.75 for damages sustained to his 

vehicle following a windstorm on May 25, 2016. Mr. Daenzer alleges the damage 

to the vehicle occurred when a tree located in the City  right-of-way broke and 

landed on his vehicle. 

 

 Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Kamprath, that 

the claim of Gilbert Daenzer, 540 E Hillcrest, in the amount of $308.75 for personal 

property damage be denied and forward to the City’s insurance carrier for processing 

and disposal. 

 

Aye: Wilken, Beck, Kamprath, Fritz, Miller, Singleton, Schmit, Hans 

Nay: None. 

Absent: None.  Motion carried. 

 

14. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST BY SEWARD FIRST IMPRESSIONS COMMITTEE TO ERECT 

SIGN ON CITY PROPERTY – EAST HWY 34 

 

 Presenter not available for item. No presentation, discussion, or action 

taken. 

 

15. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO AMEND ARTICLE 14, SECTION 2-1407, CITY TREE 

BOARD TO ADD THE AUTHORITY OF THE TREE BOARD TO PLAN TREES 

 

 Presenter not available for item. No presentation, discussion, or action 

taken. 

 

16. CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE 

DOG PARK 

 

 Ordinance No. 2016-13 establishing a dog park in the City, establishing 

rules for dog parks, and amending the police regulations was adopted. 

 

 (Final motion making this ordinance part of the permanent record found as 

part of meeting proceedings on August 16, 2016). 

 

17. CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE (THIRD AND FINAL READING) SUSPENDING SEWARD 

MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 3-141 FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS AND ISSUING A STAY FOR 

THIS TIME FOR DIGGING, DRILLING OR CONSTRUCTION OF PRIVATE WELLS WITHIN THE 

CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY 

 

 Mayor Eickmeier read on third and final reading Ordinance No. 2016-12, AN 

ORDINANCE TO SUSPEND SEWARD MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 3-141 FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, 

AND TO ISSUE A STAY FOR THE SAME PERIOD OF TIME FOR THE DIGGING, DRILLING OR 
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CONSTRUCTION OF PRIVATE WELLS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY; TO PROVIDE 

FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM AND TO PROVIDE FOR A TIME WHEN 

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT. 

 

Councilmember Singleton raised the following concerns: ordinance does not 

provide an exemption for existing wells to be repaired or replaced (a new permit 

would be required if the existing well would fail and a replacement well dug); 

and,  wording of ordinance affects large consumers, as well as residential 

consumers – could deter large business from locating in the City.  

 

Rob Ringler, 1520 N 1st Street stated that he owns several agricultural wells 

and if one goes bad, he has to register a new well under a new permit and close 

down the existing well.  

 

Councilmember Schmit stated he contacted the NRD and the Upper Big Blue 

and the representatives he spoke with did not have concerns; however, they thought 

it odd that the City allowed private wells and were surprised by the number of 

private wells in the City. He said they were concerned that the City did not have 

an inspection program or enforcement for the private wells. Mr. Schmit stated, 

the City needs to establish rules for registration and inspection of private wells, 

rules for abandoning wells or tracking the wells when the property changes hands, 

and to establish an annual inspection fee to cover the costs of the process. 

 

Councilmember Kamprath agreed with Councilmember Schmit’s suggestions, but 

added that he would still like the information on number of private wells and 

how many and who is sharing wells before a moratorium is considered. He said he 

feels there needs to be more enforcement. He added that he does not feel the City 

is losing that much revenue by allowing private wells.  

 

City Attorney Hoffschneider reminded the Council that the proposed ordinance 

is not banning private wells, but stopping any additional wells from being 

constructed during the moratorium (two-year) time frame.  

 

Councilmember Beck stated she also agrees with Councilmember Schmit’s 

suggestions and added that a study and information gathering can be done without 

placing a moratorium on applications for additional wells.  

 

Mayor Eickmeier stated the point of the moratorium was to allow time to 

gather information to consider new rules and regulations for the wells that are 

in place and future wells (should the Council choose to continue to allow private 

wells), without issuing permits for additional wells under current regulations 

that may change. He stated he was trying to avoid a run on permit requests. The 

aggregate number of wells is not the issue, but rather approving wells under the 

current rules if there is potential for changing those rules. 

 

Councilmember Kamprath inquired of the City Attorney if the City Council 

could ban all wells and require them capped. 

 

City Attorney Hoffschneider stated that would be a harsh ordinance, but 

legally, the City could ban all private wells. He said it could possibly be 

considered an unconstitutional taking.  

 

Mayor Eickmeier called for a motion on adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-12. 

Hearing no motion or second, Ordinance No. 2016-12 did not pass. 

  

 18.  CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
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 Councilmember Schmit moved, seconded by Councilmember Wilken, that the 

City Administrator’s Report dated August 2, 2016 be accepted.  

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

19.  FUTURE REQUESTS FOR COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS OR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 

  

Councilmember Fritz stated he would like to see action on properties 

in town that are not meeting the building code requirements and have become 

a nuisance.  

 

20.   MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Councilmember Kamprath moved, seconded by Councilmember Fritz, that the 

August 2, 2016 City Council Meeting be adjourned. 

 

 Aye:  Wilken, Hans, Fritz, Miller, Beck, Schmit, Singleton, Kamprath 

 Nay:  None 

 Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

                                 THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA 

 

__________________________________ 

                                     Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor 

___________________________________ 

Bonnie Otte 

Assistant Administrator 

Clerk-Treasurer 

Budget & Human Resources Director 


